USGS Copyright Policy

IV. DATA DISTRIBUTION

A. The USGS provides non-discriminatory, unrestricted access to the NSLRSDA and
disseminates, in Internet-accessible digital formats, selected data products generated
from Landsat data and from Landsat-augmentation data. The USGS will use other
dissemination technologies or methods as appropriate.

B. USGS Landsat data products comply with recognized Federal Geographic Data
Committee standards, formats, and metadata descriptions to ensure these products can
be used by a broad range of users.

C. The USGS promotes the open and unrestricted exchange and redistribution of
Landsat data products and seeks to improve the availability and applications of the
data.

D. When Landsat images, or portions thereof, obtained from the USGS are published or
electronically posted, the following attribution is to be used in a caption: “USGS/NASA
Landsat Program.”

E. The USGS places no restrictions on users of Landsat data products obtained from
the USGS or on users who create and sell or otherwise distribute products derived from
Landsat products originally distributed by the USGS. However, such products are not to
be licensed or placed under copyright unless the original Landsat data are digitally
merged with other data or are otherwise altered significantly.



